
A new Violeta design home on a
special site of more than 2 acres is
being offered by FL Star in Golden
Gate Estates. This home site on 64th
Avenue NE includes a lake of more
than 1 acre that further enhances the
potential of this spacious four-bed-
room design.

“This home offers the space and
opportunity to create a recreational
retreat, with plenty of room for out-
door activities and pets,” said Gary
Hains, spokesman for FL Star. “The
Violeta provides a high quality, new
construction option in a contempo-
rary great room design.”

The well equipped kitchen offers a
small informal eating area for a quick
snack. There is a dedicated dining
space for family meals or entertaining.

The master suite provides a quiet
retreat for the owners, with an over-
sized walk-in closet, and a private

master bath with double sink, linen
closet and large walk-in shower.

One guest bedroom is located near
the front of the home, offering the
option of privacy for a guest or se-
nior member of the household. Two
additional bedrooms are located on
the opposite side of the home with
easy access to the full bath located
between.

The Violeta provides a covered la-
nai that expands the outdoor living
space, a two-car garage and covered
entry with stately double door.

Homes by FL Star in Golden Gate
Estates include the most desirable
interior finishes, such as quartz
countertops, undermount sinks and
stainless steel appliances. The sod-
ded portion of the home sites are
irrigated.

The Violeta includes four bedrooms,
two full baths in 1,747 square feet.

This Violeta is priced at $526,900.
For more information about the

Violeta and other designs available
in Golden Gate Estates, contact Elvira

Nodal, at David C. Brown Realty in
Immokalee, email elivranodal@yahoo.
com, telephone 239.878.8001, or visit
FL-Star.com.
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The new Violeta will utilize the design of this previously completed model.
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I have a construction background al-
though I am not a licensed contractor
and right after the hurricane, I gut-
ted my unit and then bought drywall,
insulation and new flooring and in-
stalled it all myself with the help of
a friend. My cabinets were fine, and
I did not need to remove them. The
association has now received insur-
ance proceeds and I have requested
to be reimbursed for my time, labor
and materials. The association is
withholding payment until I get the
unit mold, moisture and pathogens
due to category 3 (sewer) water test-
ed and the cabinets removed so the
wall behind can be tested. Further,
the amount of money they are going
to pay me is less than I expended. Is
this legal?  J.T., Fort Myers

A: Yes. The Condominium Act
Section 718.111(11) provides that the
reconstruction of the unit after it is
damaged by an insurable event is
the responsibility of the association
unless the board authorizes the unit
owner to do the work. When the as-
sociation allows the unit owner to do
the work it can put reasonable con-
ditions on it such as using a licensed
contractor and inspection require-
ments. In most condominiums the
boundary and ceiling drywall and
the insulation behind it is not part of
the unit but rather is a common el-
ement which is the responsibility of
the association not the unit owner.
So, while it was fortunate that you
could so quickly renovate your unit
it is necessary and reasonable for
the association to determine that the
work was done properly and that all
mold, moisture and pathogens have

been eliminated. Further, you are
entitled to reimbursement for your
reasonable time, labor and materials
but only at the same rate that a qual-
ified contractor would charge. Most
insurance companies use an esti-
mating software known as Xactimate
and that is how they determine how
much to pay on a claim. If your costs
exceed what the association’s insur-
ance carrier will pay, in my opinion,
you are not entitled to be reimbursed
for your excess costs. Finally, while
your cabinets did not appear to be
damaged it is, in my experience,
highly likely there is mold and mois-
ture damage behind them, and the
association is entitled to inspect
them and remove them if necessary.
Also, keep in mind it is highly likely
in the future that mortgage compa-
nies and new buyers are going to re-
quire proof that a unit was properly

renovated following being flooded by
category 3 water. Without the proper
documentation you may find it diffi-
cult to sell or refinance your unit.

Richard DeBoest, Esq., is a partner/shareholder

of the law firm Goede, DeBoest & Cross, PLLC.

Visit www.gadclaw.com or to ask questions

about your issues for future columns, send

your inquiry to: question@gadclaw.com.  The

information provided herein is for informational

purposes only and should not be construed

as legal advice.  The publication of this article

does not create an attorney-client relationship

between the reader and Goede, DeBoest &

Cross, or any of our attorneys.  Readers should

not act or refrain from acting based upon the

information contained in this article without

first contacting an attorney, if you have 

questions about any of the issues raised herein.

The hiring of an attorney is a decision that

should not be based solely on advertisements

or this column.

As the host site of the U.S. Open 
Pickleball Championships, Naples has 
become a hotspot for Pickleball compe-
tition with many country club commu-
nities adopting the sport. Now, there is 
growing interest in an alternative short 
court game, POP Tennis, which was ac-
tually invented more than 100 years ago 
and has been thriving for the past sev-
eral years under the veteran tennis pro 
at Wilderness Country Club.

Originally named Paddle Tennis, POP 
Tennis is a close complementary sport 
to regular tennis. It can be played in-
door or outdoor, all year round, on all 
surfaces, and is easy to learn for begin-
ners of all ages.

Using a low-pressure tennis ball and 
an underhand serve, POP follows ten-
nis rules and scoring and is played on 
a shorter court with a “cushioned” pad-
dle. Because it can be played on “soft” 
clay courts, many believe it reduces the 
risks of injury. And since POP is easy 
to set up and can be played on existing 
tennis courts, clubs do not have to incur 
the expense of adding more specialized 
facilities. Additionally, Pop Tennis does 
not generate the noise concerns from 
nearby residents.

POP Tennis was introduced at 
Wilderness Country Club three years 
ago by Tennis Director Gregory “Spike” 
Gonzales, who has been teaching tennis 
since 1964 and learned about POP by 
watching it in Venice, California in the 
1980s. The sport has become very pop-
ular with members, with round-robins 
taking place at least four days a week, 
including an afternoon social each 
week on Thursdays.

“Our members still truly love tennis, 
but as you age it gets more physically 
challenging to play it,” Gonzales said. 
“The softer court and slower ball of 
POP Tennis makes the game easier on 
knees, ankles and shoulders and allows 
many players to continue to compete 

well into their Golden Years. For clubs, 
it’s an easy sport to transition your ex-
isting courts back and forth between 
regular tennis and POP.”

Gonzales has been instrumental in 
many aspects of tennis growth nation-
ally. He is considered a founder of the 
National Tennis Rating Program, bring-
ing together the various national tennis 
organizations in the late 1970s to adopt 
the universal tennis player system that 
has become the cornerstone for nation-
al league play. He also consulted exten-

sively with the U.S. Tennis Association 
(USTA) in developing senior programs 
and in rolling out the USTA’s “Play 

Tennis America” program to attract new 
players.

Gonzales has been inducted into 
the Eastern Professional Tennis Hall 
of Fame and Rochester Tennis Hall of 
Fame. In 2006, he joined Wilderness 
Country Club where he provides in-
struction to both adults and children. 
His programs and lessons are taught in 
a fashion to make learning and playing 
fun and fulfilling. Gonzales also active-
ly teaches tennis to kids through Collier 
County Parks and Recreation. In 2012 
and 2018, he was named Collier County 
“Tennis Pro of the Year” by the Florida 
of the USPTA Convention.

“Through his introduction of POP 
Tennis, Spike has been key in diversify-
ing our club tennis program and making 
it even more enjoyable for members of 
all ages,” said Alan Raulerson, General 
Manager/Chief Operating Officer for 
Wilderness Country Club. “He is tru-
ly a pioneer of the sport in southwest 
Florida and has shared his knowledge 
and enthusiasm for the game with 
many other area club tennis pros.”

To learn more about POP Tennis 
and how to get started, visit https://
www.wildernesscc.com/amenities/pop-
tennis

POP Tennis Program Thrives at Wilderness 
Country Club in Naples

Fl Star Offers New Violeta With Lake In 
Golden Gate Estates

Stock Development, Florida’s pre-
mier developer and luxury home
builder for more than 20 years, an-
nounces plans for Sarasota’s newest
community, Wild Blue at Waterside
in Lakewood Ranch. Scheduled for
release in Spring 2023, Wild Blue at
Waterside will be located just north of
University Parkway in the Waterside
community.

Stock Development is utilizing
its extensive experience in creat-
ing master plan communities to plan
and design the 550-acre community.

Wild Blue will be built on the man-
tra, “it’s only natural,” and will take
a nature-centric approach to luxury
lakeside living. In fact, over half of
the property will be left to untouched
spaces, creating a truly verdant com-
munity for residents to enjoy.

Wild Blue at Waterside’s design will
be thoughtful and crafted for an active
and in-touch lifestyle. The communi-
ty will have naturally beautiful sur-
roundings, offering residents limitless
opportunities for outdoor ventures.
Lush amenities such as a winding trail

system, parks, and lakes will surround
homesites. Residents will be able to
enjoy a regular brisk walk or indulge
in lakeside recreation. Wild Blue’s
designed features, including the
25,000-square-foot Clubhouse and
Wellness Center, plus a resort-style
pool, will be thoughtfully placed with-
in the community. Additionally, the
Lakeside Café, an exclusive dining op-
tion for Wild Blue residents, will over-
look the community’s largest lake and
will be steps away from the Clubhouse.

Wild Blue will feature 500

single-family homes on a vari-
ety of estate-size homesites. Stock
Development has identified a handful
of select builders to join them in the
development of the homes.

The Wild Blue at Waterside sales
office is currently located at 8307
Lake Club Boulevard in Lakewood
Ranch. Progress updates and addi-
tional information pertaining to Wild
Blue at Waterside will be disseminat-
ed as they become available. To learn
more, or to get on the VIP list, visit
www.WildBluelwr.com

Introducing Wild Blue At Waterside, 
Sarasota’s Newest Luxury Community

Stock Development Announces Plans for Lakewood Ranch’s Naturally Luxurious Neighborhood
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